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 Go-Ite—a name familiar to most collectors of old 

fishing reels, lures, and rods. If you knew the company 

was founded by a man named Hite who was married to 

a lady named Golda, you might conclude that the com-

pany name was a play on the combination of their 

names. You would be wrong. 

 In March, 1919, two Hoosiers applied for a patent 

for a filler and gauge, a device meant to eliminate the 

need of lifting the seat cushion in order to fill an auto-

mobile’s fuel tank and to permit observation of the fuel 

level. The co-inventors were George R. Goin and Rex-

ford E. Hite, and Goin assigned his portion of the pa-

tent to Hite. Hite and others incorporated Go-Ite Man-

ufacturing Company in Kokomo, Indiana, in late 1920, 

with a capitalization of $25,000, to “manufacture auto-

mobiles and sporting goods; accessories.”1 The three 

board members were Hite, also president, Jasper Hen-

derson, vice-president, and Culver Prcesang, secretary 

and treasurer. Prcesang was Hite’s brother-in-law. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 Born in 1892, George Raymond Goin was a pattern 

fitter in Kokomo in 1914. By 1918, he was working in 

Toledo, Ohio, and the next year he filed for the filler 

patent from Highland Park, Michigan, the site of Henry 

Ford’s first large factory. Goin remained in Detroit, 

Michigan, from then on, where he built a successful 

career. By 1930, he was a superintendent at Stout 

Metal Airplane Company, where he seems to have 

been employed since 1923. That company had been 

founded about that time and was acquired by, and 

made a division of, Ford Motor Company in 1929. It 

built the famous Ford tri-motor plane. Goin may have 

been one of Stout’s first employees. In 1929, he suc-

cessfully applied for a patent for an airplane-covering 

material and assigned it to Ford Motor Company. Dur-

ing the late 1930s, Goin assigned two patents for his 

machines to Peninsular Metal Products Corporation, a 

Detroit firm that made a wide variety of products, in-

cluding trailers, auto equipment, barrels, etc. In 1942, 

he was employed by Woodall Industries, Detroit, 

which made auto parts. I don’t know how long he 

remined affiliated with Go-Ite. He died in Detroit in 

1961. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The Go-Ite trademark was registered in 1921 for use on 

filling attachments. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

An ad for the Gasometer in Automobile Trade Directory, 

April, 1921 
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 Rexford Earl Hite also was born in 1892. He mar-

ried Golda Prcesang in 1910 and worked at Globe 

Stove & Range Company in Kokomo. He probably met 

Goin when the two worked in Kokomo, and, possibly 

influenced by the ambitious Goin, took a job at Ford 

Tractor in Dearborn, Michigan. By 1918, he, like Goin, 

was working in Toledo—at McCarthy Drill & Tool 

Company—but he returned to Kokomo  to establish 

Go-Ite. 

 Go-Ite’s major product was, of course, its Goin-Hite 

invention. Early branding may have been debated. An 

advertisement in Automobile Trade Directory, April, 

1921, described the Go-Ite “Gasometer” for Fords and 

Chevrolets. A bit later, the company’s advertisement 

in Automobile Trade Directory, October, 1921, pro-

moted its “Fillometer” for “all Ford models.” Maybe 

someone informed the inventors that “gasometer” had 

been in use for over a century to refer to enormous 

tanks for storing natural gas. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 Advertisements published at least as early as 

March, 1922, in nationally-distributed sporting maga-

zines demonstrated that the company was not putting 

all its fuel in one Gasometer. The ads featured a side-

mounted, Indiana-style, “skeleton”-spooled fishing 

reel and a “Water-Plane Bait,” a “combined spinner 

and spinning spoon.” 

 On April 15, 1922, Joseph Clyde Coleman, a 

molder who worked at Kokomo Brass Works, applied 

for a patent for a reel that resembled the advertised Go-

 
 

 
 

 

An ad for the Fillometer in Automobile Trade Directory, 

October, 1921 

 
 

 
 

 

The earliest Go-Ite tackle ad I have found, Outers’ Recrea-

tion, March, 1922 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

A Go-Ite reel made in Kokomo. (Photo by Jonathan Kring) 



Ite reel. Beneath the spool were two extensions fas-

tened to the center post: one was a brake lever, and the 

other held a line guide. The spool itself had eight radial 

arms, rather than being a perforated disc. Instead of 

having a brake lever, the Go-Ite reel had a bracket 

holding an offset reel foot that supported the reel above 

the rod butt. 

 

 
 

 
 

 Coleman’s reel may well have been the inspiration 

for the Go-Ite reel. The earliest Go-Ite reel ads I have 

found appeared a month before Coleman filed his ap-

plication. The simpler construction of the Go-Ite could 

have resulted from a decision to minimize manufactur-

ing costs and to get the reel on the market quickly. I 

would like to think that Go-Ite bought or licensed the 

reel design from Coleman, but perhaps Coleman 

“adapted” the Go-Ite design when he caught wind of 

its Kokomo manufacture. 

 Hite left Kokomo in 1924 or a bit later, taking Go-

Ite with him. This was around the time that the first 

electrical fuel gauge became available, and the Gasom-

eter would soon become obsolete. Hite got a job as a 

pattern maker at Buick Motor Company in Flint, Mich-

igan. That plant produced motors, transmissions, and 

various chassis parts for shipment to, and assembly at, 

Buick’s Detroit factory. Hite would remain at Flint for 

the rest of his career.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 It is hard to gauge how successful Go-Ite was after 

it left Kokomo. In April, 1924, it advertised that its free 

catalog of “reels, lines, baits, etc.” was available by 

writing to Go-Ite in Kokomo. In July, 1924, the same 

ad showed a Go-Ite address of 7437 14th Street, De-

troit. I have not been able to learn the occupant(s) of 

that address. Goin did not reside there, but he may have 

hired someone to mail out catalogs. It does not appear 

to have been the address of a printer. Perhaps Hite was 

there briefly before moving to Flint. In any case, we 

can see that Go-Ite expanded its line of fishing tackle 

rapidly. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

The underside of the Kokomo reel. Note the orientation of 

the foot, which supports the spool on top of the rod. The 

line guide  bracket has been removed for clarity. (Photo by 

Jonathan Kring) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The plaque on the reel foot shows where Go-Ite was lo-

cated when the reel was made. Later plaques show Flint 

and Birmingham locations. (Photo by Jonathan Kring) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
One of Coleman’s patent drawings. The line guide (24) 

and the brake lever (35) are attached separately to the 

center post. Note the two-piece construction of the spool. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Go-Ite ads in the April (upper) and July issues of Outdoor 

America, 1924, showing a company change of address. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 In 1928, Go-Ite published “agents-wanted” ads in 

many large-city newspapers. Applicants were advised 

to contact the company’s Automotive Division in Flint, 

where Hite was then living. 

 Examples of Go-Ite reels and lures identifiable as 

Flint products are relatively uncommon. Such identifi-

cation usually requires a plaque on the reel foot or a 

box labeled with the Flint location. Nevertheless, it is 

clear that Go-Ite remained in business during the 

1930s. Hite remained with the company but didn’t quit 

his day job at Buick. Hardware Age magazine listed 

Go-Ite as a fishing reel maker in 1940, and the com-

pany was listed in city directories as fishing tackle 

manufacturers. But alas, the Gasometer was no longer 

a viable product. 

 World War II certainly put a damper on the manu-

facture and sale of sport-fishing equipment. Rex Hite 

finally “called it a day,” and he appears to have sold 

Go-Ite by 1947 to Glenn H. Whitney, of Birmingham, 

Michigan. Whitney, like Hite and Goin, had been born 

in Indiana, and he worked in Mishawaca during the 

1930s. In 1936, he was a draftsman there, but by the 

end of the decade, he was a “designer” in Muskegon, 

Michigan. When he registered for the draft in 1942, he 

was working for Enterprise Tool & Gear Corporation 

in Detroit, which supplied gears to the Navy during the 

war. By 1944, he was running Associated Designers, 

his own business. 

 Whitney proceeded to grow Go-Ite into a major 

tackle manufacturer. Like Hite, he advertised in sport-

ing magazines. He redesigned the original reel and ex-

panded the line, making a variety of styles and sizes. 

The spool center of the Kokomo reel was a disc with 

drop-shaped perforations. Beneath were two brackets 

holding a line guide and the reel foot, which positioned 

the spool on top of the rod. Although Whitney contin-

ued to make reels with drop-shaped perforations in the 

spools, he incorporated a single bracket that held the 

line guide and reel foot so that the spool would be on 

the side, rather than the top, of the rod.2 He introduced 

reel spools with radial spokes, resembling the Coleman 

invention, instead of perforated discs. He also added 

new lures to the product line and even produced fishing 

rods. 

 The last year that Go-Ite was listed in city directo-

ries was 1954. By that time, Whitney had begun a busi-

ness called Whitney Products, which made metal 

 
 

 

 
 

 

An ad in The Philadelphia Inquirer, May 27, 1928, seeking 

agents for Go-Ite’s automotive division in Flint. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

This 1948 ad demonstrates some of the expanded, im-

proved product line available from Whitney’s Go-Ite com-

pany in Birmingham. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A Go-Ite reel with radial spokes made in Birmingham. 

(Photo by David Lehmann) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

stampings. I don’t know whether or not Whitney con-

tinued to make tackle, e.g., stamped metal lures, carry-

ing the Go-Ite brand or not, after the mid-1950s. Even 

if he did not, the Go-Ite company had a good run of 

thirty-five years before it faded from view.  

 
Notes 

 

1. An announcement of the incorporation in The Indi-

anapolis News, November 17, 1920, mentioned au-

tomobiles, rather than automobile parts. 

2. Although Hite might have reconfigured the reel’s 

foot bracket while in Flint, I have never seen an 

identifiable Flint reel that mounts on the side of the 

rod. 
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A Birmingham-made Go-Ite reel with a reconfigured foot 

that allows the spool to mount on the side of the rod. 

(Photo by David Lehmann) 




