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Addendum

Since this article was published in 1989, we have learned a little more about both the American 
Reel Co. reel and the Terry Clock Co.:

1. The Terry Clock Co. had its factories and headquarters in Pittsfield, Mass., by the time Ohaver and 
O'Bannon patented their reel.  It also had an office in Chicago.  The company remained in business 
until about 1893, and it appears to have made reels until it closed.  The Terry firm almost certainly 
manufactured the reel for the American Reel Co., although the latter may have added and/or assembled 
some of the internal components.

2. The 10X multiplier was made in at least two sizes.

3. I am still not aware of any of these reels equipped with the patented bell alarm.  Nevertheless, I've 
seen one example, perhaps a prototype, that employed a planetary gear system to achieve its 10X 
multiplying ratio.  It was stamped with the inventors' names and “Patent Pending,” but there was no 
“American” marking.  That reel, also marked “45” on the headcap, “52” on the headplate, probably was 
a very early product.

The American Reel Co. reel with the headcap removed to show the click and drag. The 10X multiplying 
ratio is produced by a conventional train of four spur gears.

The Ohaver and O'Bannon reel lacks the American Reel Co. stamping and has a planetary gear 
system. It is shown with (right) and without the annular main gear in place.




